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REF: CAIRO 1120, TEL AVIV 1394 

1. ISRAELI PRESS MARCH 14 GIVES BANNER PRONT PAGE COVERAGE 
TO EXCHANGE OP CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MRS SADAT AND 
SISTER OF ISRAELI SOLDIER MISSING IN ACTION, AND TO 

PACT THAT LETTERS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN ARAB LANGUAGE 
WEEKLY WITH WIDE DISSEMINATION IN ARAB WORLD (REPTELS). 

YEDIOT AHARONOT CHARACTERIZES EVENT AS AN " EXCHANGE OP 
DEEPLY MOVING LETTERS " AND CARRIES FULL TEXT. OTHER 
NEWSPAPERS CARRY LENGTHY EXTRACTS. 

2. IN PIRST SPAT OP COMMENTARIES, ISRAELI 

JOURNALISTS NOTE THAT PUBLICATION OF THESE LETTERS IN EGYPT 
IS ONE SIGN OP CONCILIATORY ATMOSPHERE NOW PREVAILING 
IN EGYPT, AND THAT PUBLICATION COULD HAVE OCCURRED 
ONLY WITHEXPLICIT AUTHORIZATION OP PRESIDENT SADAT. IT IS NOTED 
THAT EVEN PROPAGANDISTIC ELEMENTS OP MRS SADAT'S LETTER ARE 
MODERATE IN TONE. DA VAR'S ESHED ADDS THAT US AND ISRAELI 
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3. COMMENT. WE ARE STRONGLY INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT MEA, ALTER 
WE CALLED THEIR ATTENTION TO PUBLICATION OE CORRESPONDENCE IN ARAB 
WORLD, MADE SURE THAT THE EXCHANGE RECEIVED PROMINENT COVERAGE 
IN ISRAELI PRESS. IN EACT, MEA TODAY ALERTED US TO ISRAELI COVERAGE. 

WE EXPECT THAT EDITORIAL COMMENT WILL CONTINUE FOR NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. 
THESE LETTERS, IN ADDITION TO OTHER 

SIGNS CURRENTLY EMANATING EROM EGYPT OF SADAT'S INTENTIONS TO 
SEEK PEACE ARRANGEMENT, SHOULD HELP TO PREPARE ISRAELI PUBLIC 
EOR NEXT PHASE OE NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT. ISRAELIS OE COURSE 
WILL BE LOOKING FOR FURTHER INDICATIONS OE NEW TREND AS THEY 
GET CLOSER TO LACING HARD DECISIONS WHICH LIE AHEAD. 

KEATING 
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